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Abstract. To increase the productivity of ma-
chining process, a two slider crank mechanism is
proposed in this paper. In general, friction and
clearance always present in any mechanical sys-
tem. Hence, the e�ects of friction and clearance
on a dynamic system are so critical. This paper
aims to investigate their e�ects on the dynamic
response of a slider-crank mechanism with two
sliders and imperfect joints. Firstly, the mech-
anism is created in Solidworks and then it is
simulated via �nite element method in ANSYS.
The dynamic simulation is conducted to evalu-
ate the mentioned e�ects. The results revealed
that the e�ect degree of clearance on the dynamic
behaviors of the proposed mechanisms is signif-
icantly higher than that of friction. Also, the
results indicated that the velocities, acceleration,
and contact force graph are almost same at dif-
ferent friction coe�cient. However, compared
with ideal joint case, they had a maximum value
and an unstable oscillation. This problem is due
to journal collide into bearing induced the max-
imum values of contact force.
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1. Introduction

There are signi�cant factors that cause a low
mechanical accuracy for a mechanical system.
First, a clearance in a revolute joint is not
evitable due to manufacturing and assembly tol-
erances, etc. The clearance causes undesired vi-
bration and abrasion of the joint and increase
the clearance. Second, the friction leads to an
abrasion and a deformation of the joint. More-
over, the clearance size causes a contact-impact
force in the revolute joint, which leads to a low
accuracy in the mechanical system. The impact
force also causes an abrasion joint and increases
the clearance. Moreover, the di�erent driving
speed in�uences on the dynamic behaviors.
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Recently, a lot of researchers have been a
great interest in on resolving challenging prob-
lems for dynamic responses of a mechanical sys-
tem. For example, some focused on the con-
tact force models [1], their results compared with
the experimental data at the di�erent clearance
and driving speed. Besides, the �exible compo-
nents and two clearance joints also were consid-
ered [2] where the wear prediction and optimiza-
tion of maximum allowable wear occurred at the
same number of rotation cycles for two clearance
joints, simultaneously. Moreover, the e�ect of
multiple clearance joints on dynamic of planar
multibody mechanical system were analyzed and
presented [3], in which three were motion phases
of journal as: free motion, contact motion and
impact motion, comparison between ideal joint
and one clearance joint, two clearances, three
clearances joint. In order to restrict clearance
joint e�ects, a compliant mechanism or �exible
mechanism was revealed based Taguchi method
[4]. However, the di�erent material characteris-
tic between journal and bearing causes friction
force lead to joint wear and then induced dam-
age for mechanical systems as reported [5] which
in�uences of restitution coe�cient and material
characteristic cannot be ignored. In�uences of
clearance size and friction on the planar slider-
crank mechanism with a clearance joint were
considered by Bai and Zhao [6]. In addition,
PSO algorithm was used to optimize the dynam-
ics of a slider-crank mechanism with a clearance
joint by Varedi [7]. The mixed lubrication model
in revolute clearance joint was used to reduce
friction by Zhao [8, 9].

During operation of the machining process,
the productivity for machining the surface of a
workpiece is one of the most important perfor-
mance index. Almost previous studies have fo-
cused on designing and analyzing for one slider
crank mechanism. However, for enhancing the
manufacturing e�ciency, there is a real require-
ments for a multiple-slider crank mechanism.
Actually, the existing machining machines have
worked based one cut tool that leads to low per-
formances. Instead of using one slider crank
mechanism, a two slider crank mechanism is pro-
posed in this paper in order to increase number
of cut tools and productivity for the planning
machine.

The novelty of the present paper is to propose
a innovative design for new slider crank mech-
anism with two sliders. Regarding a high ef-
fective motion of turning, milling, and drilling
machines for machining process of removing un-
desired materials, a slider-crank mechanism with
two sliders is proposed to practitioner, engineer,
academics, and industry.

The objectives of this paper are to design
and evaluate e�ects of clearance and friction on
the dynamic of slider-crank mechanism with two
sliders. Dynamic simulations are analyzed by
using the �nite element analysis in ANSYS.

2. Modeling

2.1. Description of a

slider-crank mechanism

The slider-crank mechanism with two sliders and
seven revolute clearance joint was used to ana-
lyze. The prototype of mechanism was shown
in Fig. 1. The mechanism consisted of the rigid
links namely (1) the 1st connecting rod, (2) the
second connecting rod, (3) the �rst ray, (4) the
�rst slider, (5) the second ray, (6) crank, (7) mo-
tor, (8) Base, (9) the second slider, (10) Rotation
of motor control; (11) DC.

Fig. 1: Rigid Sider-crank Mechanism.

(1). The 1st connecting rod; (2). The 2nd con-
necting rod; (3). The 1st ray; (4). The 1st slier;
(5). The 2nd ray; (6). Crank; (7). Motor; (8).
Base; (9). The 2nd slider; (10). Rotation of
motor control; (11). DC
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Fig. 2: Planar Slider-crank mechanism with revolute
clearance joints.

Tab. 1: Simulations characteristics.

Simulations characteristics Value

Modulus of elasticity (GPa) 200

Density (kg/m3) 7850

Poisson's ratio 0.3

Initial length of crank (mm) 50

Length of the 1st connecting rod (mm) 180

Length of the 2nd connecting rod (mm) 140

Mass of crank (kg) 0.03

Mass of the 1st connecting rod (kg) 0.349

Mass of the 2nd connecting rod (kg) 0.279

Mass of the 1st and 2nd slider (kg) 0.192

In order to capture the clearance in revolute,
Fig. 2 depicts a scheme of a planar slider-crank
mechanism with two sliders. It includes revolute
clearance joints R1, R2 and R3 exist between
crank, the �rst connecting rod and the second
connecting rod, two revolute clearance joints R4
and R5 exist between the �rst connecting rod
and �rst slider, two revolute clearance joints R6
and R7 exist between the second connecting rod
and the second slider, one ideal revolute joint ex-
ist between base and motor shaft, and two trans-
lations joint T1 and T2 exist between the �rst
ray and the �rst slider, between the 2nd ray and
the 2nd slider.

These parameters were listed in Tab. 1. The
crank is �xed to motor shaft. Two sliders are

driven from motor shaft's rotation through the
crank, the 1st connecting rod and second con-
necting rod to the 1st slider and the 2nd slider;
turn the crank's rotation into linear motion of
the �rst slider and the second slider.

2.2. Revolute clearance joint

model

In general, two bodies are linked by joint, which
is called journal bearing. The infect joint always
has clearance. The imperfect joint as depicted
in Fig. 3, the radial clearance is determined as
follows:

c = rB − rj (1)

where rB , rj are the radii of bearing and journal,
respectively.

Fig. 3: Revolute joint with clearance.

2.3. Results and discussion

Initially, the center of journal and bearing are
concentric. The crank assembles to motor shaft
and is set up at horizontal position. The dis-
tance from the motor shaft center to the center
of two sliders is 20mm respect to vertical direc-
tion. Two sliders are driven by motor shaft's
rotation through the crank, the �rst connecting
rod and the second connecting rod to the �rst
slider and the second slider; turn the crank's ro-
tation into linear motion of the �rst slider and
the second slider. The motor shaft rotates with
constant rotation velocity 500 rpm, and radius
of clearance is constant 0.25 mm in simulation
duration 1 second and time step 10-4s at dif-
ferent friction coe�cient in revolute clearance
joints R1 to R7 compared with ideal joint. The
joins: three Fixed- Ground, one �xed crank to
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shaft motor, seven revolute clearance joints, one
revolute ideal joint base to shaft motor and two
translation joints were created as in Fig. 4. Then
input joint rotational velocity 500 rpm. The re-
sults of simulation as shown in Fig. 5-15.

Fig. 4: Set up silulation in ANSYS.

The velocities of two sliders graph are de-
picted in Fig. 5. Its is identi�ed that velocities
are less a�ected by gap and friction. Because
the curve of velocities has slightly e�ected and
compared with to the ideal joint case when fric-
tion coe�cient increase from 0.01 to 0.05. The
problem as presented in reference [2]. The same
phenomena as presented in Fig. 7-8. It is the
velocities of two connecting rods.

The accelerations of two sliders were pointed
out in Fig. 6. Its revealed that accelerations
were importantly a�ected by the gap because
the graph shaked with hight peaks. The prob-
lem is due to journal suddenly impact into bear-
ing induced the contact forces which draw out
in Fig. 11-15. The same phenomena as shown
in Fig. 9-10. It is the acceleration of two con-
necting rods. The problem was investigated in
reference [1, 3, 5].

Fig. 12-15 are the contact force in revolute im-
perfect joints and translaion joint. they proved
this force is suddenly increased and vibrated
with the maximum value compared with the
ideal joint case. This problem was reported in
reference [1, 3, 5].

(a) The 1st slider.

(b) The 2nd slider.

Fig. 5: Velocity of two sliders.

(a) The 1st slider.

(b) The 2nd slider.

Fig. 6: Acceleration of two sliders.
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(a) X-velocity.

(b) Z-velocity.

Fig. 7: Velocity of the 1st connecting rod.

(a) X-velocity.

(b) Z-velocity.

Fig. 8: Velocity of the 2nd connecting rod.

(a) X-acceleration.

(b) Z-acceleration.

Fig. 9: Accelerations of the 1st connecting rod .

(a) X-acceleration.

(b) Z-acceleration.

Fig. 10: Accelerations of the 2nd connecting rod.
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(a) Contact force R1.

(b) Contact force R2.

Fig. 11: Contact force at di�erent friction coe�cient.

(a) Contact force R3.

(b) Contact force R4.

Fig. 12: Contact force at di�erent friction coe�cient.

(a) Contact force R5.

(b) Contact force R6.

Fig. 13: Contact force at di�erent friction coe�cient.

Fig. 14: Contact force R7 at di�erent friction coe�-
cient.

From the simulation results demonstrated ve-
locities, accelerations of two sliders, two con-
necting rod and the contact force in revolute
clearance joints is not a�ected by friction which
a�ecting by gap because friction coe�cient in-
crease from 0.01 to 0.05, the graph of velocities,
acceleration and contact force are the same each
other.
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(a) Contact force T1.

(b) Contact force T2.

Fig. 15: Contact force at di�erent friction coe�cient.

3. Conclusions

This article has investigated the e�ects of clear-
ances and friction on the dynamic responses of
a slider-crank mechanism with two sliders. The
model included a crank, two connecting rods,
two sliders was designed using Solidworks. In
the meanwhile, seven revolute clearance joints,
two translational joints, the �ction coe�cients
and driving speed were set up by ANSYS.

The simulation results can be concluded that
the friction has slightly a�ected while the clear-
ance has signi�cantly a�ected on the dynamics
characteristics. Because the accelerations of two
sliders were vibrated with the high peaks from
when the journal collided into bearing at ra-
dius clearance is 0.25 mm and compared with
ideal joints. The problem induced contact force
with high peaks and oscillation unstable, which
is close to reference [1, 3, 5]. In future work,
the dynamic responses of the mechanism will be
controlled to make a better stable system, the
mathematic model of the mechanical systems

will compare with experiment and simulation re-
sult.

The main contribution of this study is to pro-
pose a design and analyze for a two slider crank
mechanism with regard to e�ect of friction and
clearance. In addition, the results of this study
are basic guide for designing and analyzing the
dynamics, and from those results, we can moni-
toring how a change in velocity and acceleration
of the system.
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